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REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1937. 


To  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Urban  District 
Council  of  Wednesfield. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  annual  report  for  the 
year  1937,  and  for  convenience  of  reference  I  submit  same  set  out 
in  sections  as  suggested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  their  Circular 
1650. 


It  is  always  a  pleasant  duty  to  report  upon  a  year  of  progress 
such  as  1937  has  been  for  Wednesfield,  470  houses  having  been 
completed,  by  private  enterprise,  during  that  period. 


Unfortunately  the  Council  have  not  been  able  to  proceed  with 
their  re-housing  programmes  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  suit¬ 
able  sites,  and  many  families  are  still  living  in  condemned  houses 
anxiously  waiting  for  better  days,  but  now  that  the  necessary  sites 
have  been  acquired  and  much  of  the  preliminary  work  done  we  can 
hope  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  all  these  people  will  be 
be  rehoused  under  modern  conditions,  which  they  ought  to  appreciate. 


During  the  year  the  health  of  the  district  has  been  generally 
good  except  for  the  outbreak  of  Dysentery  which  started  on  the  3rd 
of  November  and  continued  for  two  months,  this  gave  us  a  busy 
time  while  it  lasted  and  I  have  to  thank  Dr.  Menton  and  his  Staff 
at  the  County  Laboratory  for  the  ready  and  valuable  assistance  they 
gave  during  that  time  in  Bacteriological  examination  of  specimens 
submitted. 


Although  several  specimens  gave  positive  results  to  B. 
dysenteric  Plexner  group  and  later  to  Sonne,  and  thereby  confirmed 
the  cases,  extensive  enquiries  failed  to  locate  the  cause  of  the  out¬ 
break,  apart  from  actual  contact. 


During  the  prevalence  of  this  disease  60  specimens  were  taken 
to  Stafford,  in  addition  to  samples  of  milk,  food,  and  water,  for 
Bacteriological  examination,  they  were  taken  by  road  by  your 
Inspector  who  afterwards  visited  the  homes  of  the  suspects  and 
made  all  the  necessary  enquiries  as  to  food  taken,  contacts,  housing 
conditions  etc.  The  school  Medical  Officer  gave  instructions  with 
regard  to  drinking  vessels  and  general  conditions  of  cleanliness 
to  be  observed  in  the  schools,  all  scholars  were  carefully  watched  and 
if  any  symptoms  of  the  disease  were  noticed  they  were  immediately 
sent  home  and  the  matter  was  reported  to  me  for  attention. 


All  medical  practitioners  attending  cases  in  the  district  gave 
full  co-operation  and  assistance. 


It  is  indeed  a  great  consolation  to  note  that  although  17 
cases  were  notified  in  this  unusual  outbreak  and  9  of  these  were 
removed  to  hospital  at  a  cost  to  the  Council  of  approximately  £160, 
no  death  occurred  from  the  disease. 


One  matter  to  which  I  wish  to  respectfully  draw  your  attention 
is  a  comparison  of  figures  given  in  my  report  for  the  year  1927, 
(ten  years  ago)  and  the  figures  for  1937,  namely  : — 


1927. 

Estimated  Population  8,639 
Inhabited  Houses  1,988 


1937. 

Estimated  Population  12,960 
Inhabited  Houses  3,940 


These  figures  are  most  encouraging  and  worthy  of  note. 
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At  the  same  time  I  must  also  point  out  that  several  most 
important  Acts  appertaining  to  Public  Health  have  been  passed 
during  those  ten  years. 


These  new  Acts  alone  have  placed  a  considerable  amount  of 
work  and  responsibility  upon  your  Health  Department,  and  it  is  quite 
obvious  that  the  greatly  increased  number  of  houses  must  make  a 
difference,  yet  our  staff  remains  the  same. 


The  clerical  ability  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  has  proved  a 
valuable  asset,  as  you  no  doubt  appreciate,  but  I  feel  it  is  only  fair 
that  you  should  in  the  near  future  consider  the  provision  of  some 
form  of  junior  clerical  assistance,  at  present  the  whole  of  the  work 
whatever  the  nature  of  it  may  be,  has  to  be  carried  out  by  the 
Officers. 


Combined  with  this  report  is  that  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  I  wish  to  record  my  thanks  for  his  willing  service  and  assistance. 


I  also  wish  to  thank  all  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  kind 
indulgence  during  the  year,  and  the  officials  of  all  the  various  depart¬ 
ments  for  the  assistance  they  have  always  been  ready  to  give. 

have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  BENTLEY, 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


l 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

DEPARTMENT:— 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  •  W.  BENTLEY,  L.M.S.S. A. 

Sanitary  Inspector  ..  ]  L.  G  HUMPHRIS,  Cert.  S.I.B., 

Meat  &  Foods  Inspector  I  M  R.San.I.,  C.R.S.I.  (Meat  &  Foods) 

Health  Visitors...  ...  Miss  L.  M.  TAYLOR 

„  P.  OWEN. 


Area 

Population  (Mid.  1937)  • 

Inhabitbd  Houses 
Rateable  Value 
General  Rate 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


2,515  acres 
12,960 
3,940 
£53,1 25 
13/8 
£176 


ADOPTION  ACTS,  &c. 

Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  1889. 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts,  Amendment  Act,  1890.  Part  III. 

Public  Health  Acts,  Amendment  Act,  Act  1907,  Part  II  (other  than 
Sections  23,  24  and  27),  III,  IV,  V,  VI,  and  Section  95,  com¬ 
prised  in  Part  X. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  21  and  Part  V. 

As  to  parts  of  the  District,  the  Council  is  invested  with  the  powers 
granted  to  a  Rural  District  Council  by  section  6  of  the  Public  Health 
<Water)  Act,  1878. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate 

L 

I 

L 

I 

L 

I 

per  1000 

150 

2 

128 

5 

278 

7 

21.45 

STILLBIRTHS. 

7  -  10  1  17  1 


DEATHS. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate 
per  1000 

77 

59 

136 

10.49 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 
Deaths  under  one  year. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate 

L 

I 

L 

I 

L 

I 

per  1000 

14 

— 

8 

- 

22 

— 

79.01 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth : 
From  Sepsis  -  ONE 

From  other  causes  -  NIL 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  during  Year  1937. 


Causes  of 

Death 

Total  under 
one  year 

Under  1  day 

1  to  7  days 

7  to  14  day* 

14  to  28  days 

1  to  3  months 

3  to  6  months 

6  to  9  months 

9  to  1 2  months 

Prematurity 

•  •  •  6  •  •  • 

...  2... 

...  4... 

Bronchitis  ... 

•  •  3  •  •  • 

...  1... 

...  2... 

Enteritis 

•  •  •  l.« »  • 

...  1... 

Broncho-Pneumonia  ... 

3 

...  1... 

•  •  •  1  •  •  • 

1... 

Deficient  Expansion  of 

Lungs. 

...  1... 

•  •  • 

Immaturity 

9 

•  •  •  M*«« 

•  • •  1... 

...  1... 

Inanition 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  1  •  •  • 

Convulsions 

•  •  •  l«*t 

•  •  •  1  •  •  • 

Diphtheria  ... 

•  •  •  1  •  •  • 

...  1... 

Meningitis  ... 

•  •  •  1  •  •  • 

•  •  •  1  . 

Foetal  Ascites 

•  •  I*  •  • 

•  • •  1.  •  • 

Peritonitis  ... 

•  •  •  1  •  •  • 

...  1... 

Totals 

...22... 

•  • •  6«  •  • 

•  •  •  4m. 

K 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  4... 

9 

•  •  •  M  •  •  • 

•  •  •  1  •  •  • 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  WEDNESFIELD  U.D. 


Causes  of  Death 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

En 

ao 

Fin 

c o 

nn 

KQ 

All  Causes. 

ou 

1  104 

VO  ov 

119 

136 

Enteric  Fever 

Small  Pox  ... 

Measles 

. 

...  1 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

•  •  • 

...  1... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  1  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  1 

Diohtheria  including  Membranous 

Croup 

...  1... 

...  2... 

...  2 

Influenza 

...  S 

...  2 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory 

System 

..  7... 

...  5... 

...  3 ... 

...  2 

...  3... 

...  3... 

...10... 

...  1 

Other  Forms 

...  1 

Cancer  Malignent  Disease 

...  6 ... 

...  5... 

...  4  .. 

...  5 

...  8... 

...  9... 

...  4... 

...  6 

Aneurysm 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

. 

. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...2 

Diabetes 

...  1 

...  1... 

...  2 

G.P  I.  Tabes  &c. 

•  •  •  •  • 

« •  •  •  •  • 

e  •  «  •  •  • 

°oo  o  o  • 

. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  9  9  0 

...  1 

Cerebral  Hasmorrhage... 

..  4... 

...  2... 

•  •  •  «  •  • 

. 

...  1... 

...  4... 

...  4 

Heart  Disease 

..  8... 

...11... 

...15... 

.11... 

...16... 

...19... 

...10... 

...11 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

..  1 

•  •  •  •  #  • 

...  2... 

...  2... 

...  5  .. 

...  1... 

...  2... 

...  1 

Bronchitis 

..  2... 

...  2  . 

...  1... 

...  4... 

...  1... 

...  2... 

...  3... 

...  2 

Pneumonia,  all  forms  ... 

..  6... 

4 

•  •  •  •  • 

...  6... 

•  • •  5*  •  • 

...  7... 

•  •  •  5*  •  • 

...  4... 

.  4 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

..  1... 

• • •  ... 

. 

•  •  •  JL  •  •  • 

. 

...  i... 

•  •  •  1... 

...  2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

..  2... 

...  •  •  • 

...  1... 

*  •  •  •  • « 

...  2... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  1  •  •  • 

...  1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

...  1... 

...  1... 

•  •  *  • » • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  i... 

Appendicitis 

•  •  •  •  • 

...  1... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  1... 

...  i... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

...  1 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  &c. 

•  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  i... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  ♦  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  1 

Other  digestive  diseases 

..  1... 

•  •  •  1  •  «  • 

. 

...  i... 

...  1... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  1 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

•  •  •  •  • 

•  • •  1*  • • 

...  3... 

...  2... 

...  1... 

. 

...  3... 

...  2 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

.  •  •  .  * . 

. 

...  1... 

. 

...  IM 

...  1 

Other  Diseases  and  accidents  of 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

...  1 

Congenital  Debility  and 

Malformation,  Premature  Births 

..  4.. 

...  1... 

...1  ... 

...  3-.. 

...  3... 

4 

•  •  •  JL  •  •  • 

...  6 

Senility 

..  3... 

...  4... 

-  r  *  t  t  - 

...  2... 

• 

...  3... 

...  5 

Suicide 

..  1... 

...  2... 

...  5 

t  T  ■?  «  t  1 

...  1 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

..  1... 

....  4 ... 

4 

•  •  •  jC  •  •  • 

...  2... 

..  4... 

...  4 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

..  3... 

...  4... 

...  6... 

...  7... 

•  • »  5*  •  • 

•  • 

...  5... 

...  3 

Causes  ill  defined  or  unknown 

Estimated  Population 

..  9,910  ... 

...  10,270  ... 

...  11,700  ... 

...  12,960 

Total  Deaths 

93  ... 

104  ... 

...  119  ... 

...  136 

Death  Rate 

9  38  .. 

...  1012  ... 

...  10.17  ... 

...  1049 

11 


* 


• 

. 


■ 


f. 
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LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 


Diphtheria  swabs  and  other  specimens  are  sent  to  the  County 
Bacteriological  Laboratory  at  Stafford  and  to  the  Pathological 
Laboratory  at  the  Royal  Hospital  for  examination. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

For  the  removal  of  infectious  cases  an  ambulance  is  provided 
by  the  hospital  authorities  who  take  the  patient,  and  the  service  from 
the  Borough  Hospital,  Wolverhampton  is  quite  adequate  and  exped¬ 
itious,  but  unfortunately  the  the  Bilston  ambulance  is  a  horse-drawn 
vehicle  which  is  quite  alright  for  a  short  journey  but  much  too  slow 
to  fetch  in  long  distance  cases. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

Wednesfield  Nursing  Association,  an  organisation  supported  by 
voluntary  contributions,  provides  one  nurse  who  gives  professional 
service  to  necessitous  non-infectious  cases.  When  infectious  cases 
are  kept  at  home  the  mother  of  the  patient  usually  acts  as  nurse, 
under  the  direction- of  the  medical  attendant. 


NURSE’S  REPORT. 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  patients  during  1937  ...  3120 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  28 


New  patients  during  the  year 

14 


119 


WEDNESFIELD  DISTRICT  NURSING  ASSOCIATION. 

Balance  Sheet  for  Year  Ended  31st  December,  1937. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


Under  the  direction  of  the  Staffordshire  County  Council  a 
Welfare  Centre  is  held  at  the  Wesleyan  Sunday  School,  Well  Lane. 
Valuable  advice  and  assistance  may  be  obtained  free  at  this  Centre. 
The  times  of  attendance  are  as  follows : — 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE. 

2  to  5  p.m.  on  Tuesday,  Weekly. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC 

2  to  5  p.m.  on  Tuesday,  Fortnightly. 


Children  attending  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  can  be  referred 
to  an  Opthalmic  Surgeon,  and  for  orthopaedic  treatment  and  dental 
treatment  under  the  County  Council’s  schemes.  Dental  treatment 
is  also  provided  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers. 


Dried  milks  are  stocked  at  the  Centre  and  retailed  at  reduced 
eost  prices. 


From  time  to  time  lectures  on  mothercraft  are  given. 


HOSPITALS. 

Most  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  are  treated  at  Bilston 
Isolation  Hospital.  Wolverhampton  Borough  and  Walsall  Borough 
are  also  helpful  when  they  have  the  necessary  room  available. 

Dysentery  cases  were  treated  at  Wordsley  Hospital  with  the 
exception  of  one  which  was  taken  to  New  Cross. 
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SMALLPOX. 


Provision  is  made  at  Moxley  under  the  South  Staffordshire 
Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  Board. 


MATERNITY 

By  arrangement  with  the  County  Council  The  Royal  Hospital 
Wolverhampton  will  take  difficult  cases  requiring  hospital  treatment. 
Three  Registered  Midwives  reside  within  the  District. 


MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 

The  Royal  Hospital,  the  Womens  Hospital,  and  the  Eye  In 
firmary,  Wolverhampton,  are  all  within  easy  distance. 


Wordsley  Hospital  is  also  available  for  patients  who  cannot 
obtain  accommodation  elsewhere,  the  only  objection  to  this  Insti 
tution  is  the  distance,  which  is  likely  to  cause  considerable  hardship 
both  to  patients  and  their  relatives. 
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SECTION  C. 

Sanitary  Services 

of  THE 

Area. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


Matters  reported  upon  in  this  and  the  following  section  mostly 
concern  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  report  required  of  him  is 
embodied  therein. 


WATER 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  District  is  served  by  a  piped 
supply  of  water  from  the  mains  of  the  Wolverhampton  Coporation 
Waterworks  Department.  The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  both  in 
quality  and  quantity. 

Samples  taken  during  the  outbreak  of  Dysentery  failed  to 
produce  any  evidence  of  organisms  of  the  disease. 

A  few  wells  still  exist  in  rural  parts  of  the  area  and  although 
these  yeild  a  fairly  good  supply  of  water  they  are  of  course  always 
liableto contamination,  and  it  is  hoped  that  with  the  development  of 
the  district  a  piped  supply  will  soon  be  available. 

DRAINAGE  and  SEWERAGE 

The  rapid  development  of  Housing  Schemes  by  private 
enterprise  is  proving  a  severe  tax  on  the  outfall  works  and  some 
extensions  there  will  soon  be  necessary. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

A  few  privies  still  remain  at  the  farms  and  farm  cottages  in 
rural  parts  of  the  area,  these  are  easily  dealt  with.  There  are  none 
in  the  populous  parts  of  the  District. 

Very  good  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  with  the 
conversion  of  waste-water  closets  to  proper  wash-down  closets  but 
there  are  still  a  large  number  left. 

This  type  of  closet  was  rather  expensive  to  put  in  and  it  is 
also  rather  expensive  to  convert.  Whilst  no  contribution  is  made 
towards  the  cost  progress  must  needs  be  slow. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  purchase  of  a  new  “Dennis'’  Moving  Floor  Refuse 
Collector  has  provided  the  necessary  extra  plant  to  deal  with  new 
housing  estates  and  a  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  is  now 
maintained. 
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SUMMARY. 


Notices  served  requiring  repairs  and  abatement  of  Nuisances 

Outstanding  at  end  of  year 

Number  of  inspections— -Housing 

Slaughterhouses  and  Offensive  Trades 

Other  Inspections — Nuisances  etc. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ••• 

Factories  and  Workshops 

Visits  in  case  of  Infectious  Disease  ... 

Disinfections 
Disinfestations 
Choked  drains 

Bedding  etc.  destroyed  at  owners  request 
Additional  Wash-houses  provided  •• 

Houses  provided  with  additional  water  supply  ... 

Additional  W.C’s  provided 

Waste -water  closets  converted  to  proper  wash'down  water 
closets  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Yards  and  approaches  paved,  (net  including  Council’s  Houses) 

Houses  demolished,  under  notices  ... 

Unsound  meat  condemmed  and  destroyed 


98 

2 

2650 

445 

650 

36 


58 


85 

66 

6 

140 
3  lots 
6 
5 
5 

31 

48 

21 

170  lbs 
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SHOPS 


A  considerable  number  of  new  shops  have  been  built  in  the 
permitted  shopping  areas  of  the  District,  they  are  all  of  good  con¬ 
struction  and  of  the  shop  and  dwelling  house  type.  An  application  for 
a  fish-friers  licence  for  one  of  them,  was  refused  on  the  grounds  that 
there  was  already  sufficient  provision  in  the  neighbourhood. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

The  only  serious  trouble  during  the  year  was  caused  by  fumes 
and  soot  from  the  two  small  steel  stacks  of  an  oil  fuel  furnace.  This 
furnace  has  now  been  dismantled. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

There  are  no  Public  swimming  baths  or  pools  in  the  District. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

Six  houses  were  disinfested  during  the  year,  three  for  Bugs 
and  three  for  fleas,  as  follows  : — 

Council  Houses.  (Bugs)  ...  ...  1. 

Other  Houses.  (Bugs)  ..  ...  2. 

,,  ,,  (Fleas)  ...  ...  3. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  that  the  infestation 
of  one  new  house  by  fleas  was  caused  by  hair  used  in  the  mixing  of 

plaster  having  been  stored  in  the  kitchen. 

The  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Local 
Authority,  and  the  method  employed  is  application  of  a  liquid  Insect¬ 
icide  by  means  of  a  spray  or  jet,  the  occupant  of  the  house  is  then 
given  a  supply  of  insecticide  and  the  loan  of  a  small  sprayer  for 
use  if  necessary. 

If  the  co-operation  of  the  tenant  can  be  obtained  this  method 
proves  very  successful. 


SCHOOLS 

The  new  school  at  Wood  End  is  now  very  near  completion 

and  this  brings  the  total  number  of  Public  Elementary  Schools  up  to 
seven.  All  these  schools  have  full  Sanitary  Services  including  a  piped 

supply  of  water  from  the  mains. 
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SECTION  D 


Housing 
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HOUSING 


Good  progress  still  continues  in  Building  Development,  470 
houses  having  been  completed  during  the  year. 

All  the  work  has  been  carried  out  by  private  enterprise. 

Many  persons  desiring  to  purchase  have  taken  advantage  of  the 
Council’s  Scheme. 


1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during:  year. 


l)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  . ..  ..  ...  915 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  2,650 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  Sub¬ 

head  (l)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  re¬ 
corded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu¬ 
lations  1925  ...  ...  ...  340 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  320 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  39 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  to  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  195 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during:  the  year  without 

Service  of  formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  renderd  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  142 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the 

year 

A.  — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936.  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  •••  25 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(a)  by  Owners  ...  ...  •••  19 

(5)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  6 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  cf  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  28 

(2)  Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(a)  by  Owners  ...  ...  •••  ...  28 

(5)  by  local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  — 


C. — Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936.  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  39 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  •••  — 


D. — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit 
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Housing*  Act,  1936,  Part  IV.  Overcrowding:- 

(a)  1  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

2  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  43 

3  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  -•  305 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(e)  1  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  •  ••  •••  ...  1 

2  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  6 

24  four-bedroom  type  houses  for  the  relief  of  overcrowding 
are  in  course  of  erection  at  Wood  End. 
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Housing:  Act  1936. 


Progress  under  slum  clearance 
programmes 


Position  according  to  registers  at 
31st,  March  1938. 

i 

Houses  in  clearance  areas. 

Orchard  Buildings  ...  •••  14 

Rickyard.  •••  ...  ...  8 

High  Street.  (Awaiting  confirmation)  ...  7 

29 

Individual  unfit  houses. 

Number  on  register  •••  ...  30 

59 


Total  number  of  houses  demolished  ...  17 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which 
undertakings  have  been  accepted  ..  9 

26 


Number  of  houses  required  at  31st,  March 
1938  (Assuming  High  Street  Area  is  con¬ 
firmed)  ...  ...  ...  33 

» 

Houses  arranged  for  at  Hickman  Street 

Site.  •••  ...  ...  _ 10 

Houses  still  to  be  provided  for  ...  23 


The  above  does  not  include  houses  to  be  provided  for  Over¬ 
crowding.  It  is  hoped  that  the  present  need  will  be  met  by  the  24 
houses  to  be  built  at  Wood  End  and  by  using  existing  Council  houses 
vacated  by  removals  to  them. 
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SECTION  E 


Inspection  and  Supervision 

of  Food 
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MILK  SUPPLY 


The  number  of  farms  within  the  district  were  herds  are  kept 
for  milk  production  is  now  reduced  sixteen,  these  are  kept  under  ob¬ 
servation  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  serve  any  notice  during  the  year 
as  verbal  reminders  proved  effective  where  any  work  was  found 
necessary. 


DESIGNATED  MILK 

Two  “Dealers”  and  six  “Supplementary”  licenses  to  sell  des¬ 
ignated  milk  within  the  district  were  issued  during  the  year,  the 
supplies  coming  from  other  areas.  The  grade  were  as  follows ; — 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  4 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  2 

Accredited  ...  2 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


There  are  six  Slaughterhouses  within  the  district,  2  register¬ 
ed  and  4  licensed,  these  ars  kept  under  constant  supervision  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  a  table  as  required  is  set  out  below  showing 
number  of  animals  killed  and  action  taken,  ihe  quality  of  meat 
sold  in  the  District  is  very  gcod. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Bovine* 

(Young) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  Killed 

475 

52 

10 

2608 

260 

Number  Inspected 

475 

52 

10 

2608 

260 

All  deaseses  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis.  Whole  Carcases 

Condemned. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Some  Part  or  Organ 

Condemned. 

6 

3 

— 

12 

— 

Percentage  of  number  aff¬ 
ected  with  Disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis. 

1.26 

5.76 

— - 

.46 

— 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  Carcases 

Condemned. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Some  Part  or  Organ 

Condemnsd 

5 

3 

— 

— 

4 

Percentage  Affected 

1.05 

576 

— 

— 

153 

i 
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SLAUQTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  1933. 


Eleven  licenses  to  slaughter  and  stun  animals  were  granted 
during  the  year' 

The  question  of  bringing  sheep  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  was  reconsidered  by  the  Council  and  it  was  decided  that  sheep 
be  not  included. 


Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of 

Foods  Adulteration,  Etc. 

Samples  of  Foods  and  Drugs  are  taken  by  the  County 
Council  for  examination,  they  being  the  responsible  Authority. 

During  the  outbreak  of  Dysentery  your  Sanitary  Inspector 
took  various  samples,  when  enquires  led  him  to  suspect  any  article 
of  food  taken  by  the  patient,  these  samples  were  accepted  at  the 
County  Laboratory  where  although  results  in  respect  of  these  foods 
proved  negative,  thorough  examination  was  made,  and  every  assist* 
ance  given. 
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SECTION  F 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control 
over  Infectious  and  Other 

Diseases. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
Notified  during  1937. 


Diseases 

Number  of  Cases  Notified 

* 

Total  Cases 

admitted  to 

Hospital 

Age 

Periods- 

-Years. 

All  ages 

Under  1 

1  to  5 

5  to  10 

10  to  15 

15  to  20 

- - 

20  to  25 

25  to  35 

35  to  45 

45  to  55 

55  to  65 

65 

upwards 

Diphtheria 

including 

M  embranous 

Croup 

..14 

*  .  • 

...  5 

...  3 

...  2 

..  1 

...  1 

...  1 

...  1 

...  13 

Erysipelas 

..  5 

-  .  • 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

...  2 

... 

...  1 

...  2 

...  3 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

..22 

...  4 

...10 

...  2 

...  2 

...  2 

...  2 

•  •  • 

•  « 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

...  12 

Ophthalmia 

...  6 

...  6 

.  » . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

...  2 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  ... 

...21 

.  # 

...  3 

...  5 

...  8 

...  4 

...  1 

Other  Forms  ... 

...  4 

• . 

...  1 

...  1 

...  2 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

...  1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  •  • 

,,, 

•  •  • 

...  1 

Puerperal  Fever 

...  1 

.  • 

.  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  • . 

. .  , 

...  1 

. , 

•  • » 

.  •  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

...  1 

Pneumonia 

...15 

...  1 

...  2 

...  2 

•  •  • 

. .  • 

...  3 

•  •  • 

...  1 

...  3 

...  2 

...  1 

...  8 

Dysentery 

.17 

...  1 

...  4 

...  7 

.  2 

...  1 

... 

...  1 

...  1 

... 

•  •  • 

...  8 

Totals 

106 

..  8 

.16 

...23 

..  8 

...  7 

..  11 

...12 

..10 

..  4 

...  4 

3 

47 

SMALLPOX*  No  case  was  notified. 

SCARLET  FEVER  22  cases  were  notified  compared  with  47  in 
1936  No  deaths  occurred. 


DIPHTHERIA.  14  cases  were  noted  throughout  the  year  as 
against  11  in  1936.  The  cases  were  evenly  distributed  throughout  the 
District.  There  were  two  deaths  from  the  disease,  the  same  number 
as  in  1936.  98  swabs  from  suspected  cases  were  examined,  12  of  these 
gave  a  positive  result  Immunisation  against  this  disease  is  now 
available.  During  the  year  262  children  were  immunised  out  of  a 
total  number  of  552  Children  whose  parents  were  notified  that  immun¬ 
isation  was  being  carried  out.  This  gives  a  percentage  of  43.30  which 
I  think  is  rather  disappointing 
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ENTERflO  FEVER.  No  case  occurred. 


MEASLES.  A  mild  epidemic  of  measles  prevailed  during  the  early 
part  of  the  year,  fortunately  no  death  from  this  disease  occurred. 

WHOOPING  GOUGH  was  responsible  for  one  death.  A  number 
of  cases  were  reported  from  the  schools. 

TUBERCULOSIS  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  remained  on  the 
register  54  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuburculosis,  29  males 
and  25  females,  and  40  persons,  20  males  and  20  females,  suffering 
from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  a  total  on  the  register  of  94.  From 
the  following  table  it  will  be  seen  that  11  deaths  were  registered  as 
due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  no  deaths  occurred  from  other  forms 
of  Tuberculosis.  21  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified 
during  the  year  and  4  other  forms,  only  8  of  the  pulmonary  cases  were 
admitted  to  Sanatoria,  ft  is  a  great  pity  that  patients  do  not  take 
greater  advantage  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  Institutional 
treatment.  The  disease  is  highly  infectious  and  other  members  of  the 
family,  especially  children,  are  liable  to  contract  it.  Contacts  ought 
to  be  periodically  examined,  the  earlier  the  case  is  diagnosed  the  better 
the  chance  of  recovery,  only  in  this  way  can  we  hope  to  control  this 
dread  disease. 


TUBERCULOSIS,  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1937 


Age  Periods — 

Years. 

New  Cases 

Deaths. 

Pul. 

N  on. 

Pul. 

Pul. 

N  on. 

Pul. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0  to  1 

...  1... 

1  to  5 

•  «  •  •  •  • 

...  1... 

. 

5  to  10 

.  •  •  •  •  • 

...  2... 

10  to  15 

.  •  •  .  .  . 

•  •  •  ... 

15  to  20 

..  2- 

...  1... 

. . 

20  to  25 

...  3... 

...  2... 

...  ... 

...  3... 

25  to  35 

...  3... 

...  5... 

•  •  • 

...  2... 

...  1... 

35  to  45 

...  1... 

...  3... 

. 

...  1... 

45  to  55 

•  •  •  •  • . 

...  1... 

. .  •  . . 

...  1... 

55  to  65 

...  ... 

...  a  •  • 

...  2... 

65  upwards 

•  •  •  ... 

... 

...  1 

Totals 

...  9... 

...12... 

i... 

...  3... 

...10  .. 

...  1... 

. 

The  Sanatoria  for  the  district  are  :  — 

For  Males  Prestwood  Sanatorium  and  Edge  View  Tuberculosis  Hospital 

For  Females,  Groundslow  and  Yarnfield 

For  Children,  The  Limes  Sanatorium,  Himley 
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ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGICA.  No  case  was  notified. 


INFLUENZA  &  PNEUMONIA  During  the  year  15  esses  of 
Pneumonia  wers  notified  as  against  21  in  1936  and  30  in  1935.  There 
were  8  deaths  due  to  this  cause  as  against  12  in  1936.  There  were 
2  deaths  from  Influenza, 

CANCER.  10  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease  duing  the  year,  4 
males  and  6  females. 


Ages  and  Parts  Affected. 


38 


4 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


CASES  NOTIFIED 

DEATHS 

YEAR 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

U 

9 

> 

tie 

+» 

• 

«5 

V 

</} 

Erysipelas 

Malaria 

Diphtheria  ineluding 
Membranous  Croup 

Ophthalmia 

N  eonatorum 

Cerebro  Spinal 

M  eningitis 

Pulmonary 

T  uberculosis 

j  Other  Forme 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

X 

ol 

ft. 

X, 

c 

< 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Scarlet  Fever 

Erysipelas 

.5 

u 

fS 

cS 

s 

Diphtheria  including 
Membranous  Croup 

*  Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Cerebro  Spinal 

Meningitis 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

m 

E 

U 

Q 

lu 

u 

V 

rC 

-4-» 

O 

|  Encephalitis 

Lethargies 

Anthrax 

1927 

— 

— 

7 

- 

— 

2 

1 

— 

5 

2 

— 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1928 

7 

- 

10 

1 

- 

'3 

- 

— 

4 

5 

1 

- 

4 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

1 

- 

1929 

29 

2 

40 

1 

- 

3 

1 

- 

10 

3 

- 

_ 

23 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

2 

- 

- 

1930 

28 

1 

26 

1 

- 

3 

3 

- 

9 

3 

- 

- 

12 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

1 

- 

- 

1931 

10 

3 

17 

2 

- 

2 

1 

- 

10 

2 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

— 

- 

- 

1932 

10 

4 

30 

- 

- 

6 

4 

- 

6 

4 

1 

- 

9 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1933 

13 

4 

81 

2 

- 

4 

5 

- 

12 

5 

1 

- 

10 

9 

5 

- 

- 

1934 

14 

1 

96 

1 

- 

9 

3 

- 

15 

4 

- 

- 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

5 

- 

- 

1935 

32 

3 

44 

6 

- 

18 

1 

- 

12 

2 

- 

- 

11 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

5 

1 

- 

- 

1936 

21 

3 

47 

2 

11 

2 

- 

10 

7 

- 

- 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

1937 

15 

2 

22 

5 

- 

14 

6 

- 

21 

) 

4 

- 

- 

8 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

11 

- 

- 

- 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 


1—  INSPECTION  of  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  &  WORKPLACES 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector  or  Inspectors 

of  N  uisances. 


Premises 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

N  otices 

Occupier 

prosecuted 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

...  52  ... 

6  ... 

— 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

6  ... 

, .  .  - 

— 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers  premises) 

Total 

58  ... 

6  ... 

— 

2—  DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS 

and  WORKPLACES. 


Particulars 

Number  of  Defects 

N  umber  of 
offences  in 
respect  to 
which  pros¬ 
ecutions 
were 
instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts* — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

•  •  •  '  •  •  • 

— 

_ 

Want  of  ventilation 

—  ... 

•  •  j  •  •  • 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

—  . 

_ 

__ 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  ... 

—  ... 

—  ... 

— 

— 

Other  nuisances  ... 

Sanitary  accommodation — 

•  «.  .  -  -  •  • 

.  .  .  -  •  * 

—  ... 

—  ... 

Insufficient 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

...  8  ... 

...  1  ... 

...  8  ... 

...  1  ... 

—  ... 

.  .  .  - *  .  .  . 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 

Workshop  Acts— 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 

bakehouse  (s.101) 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Other  Offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  and  offences 
under  the  sections  mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories  and  Workshops 
Transfer  of  Powers)  Order,  1921.) 

Total 

...  9  ... 

...  9  ... 

—  ... 

’Including  those  specified  in  sections,  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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